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Types of Sentences 


1. Types of Sentences 


In English, sentences are classified into four types. The 
classifications are based on the number of independent and 
dependent clauses a sentence contains. An independent clause 
forms a complete sentence on its own, while a dependent clause 


needs another clause to make a complete sentence. 


e Simple Sentence: it consists of one independent clause 
and no dependent clause. For example: 
Johnny rode his bike to school. 
Simple sentences can contain many phrases and be very long. 
For example: 


Yesterday afternoon at 3:00, your dog, tired of being cooped up all 


day, dug his way out of your yard and into mine. 


Simple sentences can have more than one subject as long as 
they share the same verb. For example: 


My sister and your brother have been dating secretly for 
weeks. 


Simple sentences can have more than one verb as long as the 


verbs share the same subject. For example: 


He listened to the radio all morning and forgot to study for 
his test. 


e Compound Sentence: it consists of two or more 
independent clauses connected with a comma and 
coordinating conjunctions (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) ora 
semicolon, and there is no dependent clause. For example: 
Jack wrote his essay last night; however, he forgot to print it 
out. 

e Complex Sentence: it consists of one independent clause 
connected to at least one dependent clause. For example: 
Although I was invited to the party, I did not want to go. 

e Complex Compound Sentence: it consists of two or more 
independent clauses and at least one dependent clause. 
For example: 

When we heard a crash outside, I ran to the window and Joe 
called 911. 


Activity 1: 
Identify the sentence types 


1. Harry Potter was rejected from many publishers before J.K. 


Rowling found SUCCESS.............cccececeeeeeeeeenes 


2. Even though the patients showed various symptoms, the clinical 
study found that lack of sleep contributes to the inability to focus, 


irritability, and poorer health.............. 


3. More and more students are relying on online databases to find 


SOUTCES. 2... cece cece eee ee ewes 


4. The business analysts proposed higher numbers for next 
quarter, and they expect to exceed those numbers the following 


CQUGPLOT coe es 


5. Homeless teens face intense obstacles, but when it comes to 
schooling, they do have the chance to receive an education if they 


enroll in a special prograM...................05 


6. This year, after a lengthy, noisy debate, they decided to take separate 


VACATIONS.........cccceccecececeecececeeeeees 


7. Bruno went to the White Mountains of New Hampshire, and Pauline 


went to Cape Cod................. 


8. Pauline loves to go to the beach and spend her days 


sunbathing...........sssseseseseseressrseseseseseseseo 


